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Dedicated to the conservation of the wild turkey and preservation of our hunting heritage.

Fellow Members,

 It’s hard to believe that I’m starting to 
see some leaves change colors. It seems 
like yesterday I was still getting up at 
4:00 listening for a gobble in late May. I 
am anxious to hear the reports from the 
summer sightings as an indicator to the 
success of this spring's nesting. I have 
seen multiple mixed flocks in my travels 
the past few weeks.  It appears at least 
in Central Pa. that we are going to have 
a nice supply of mast crop. I encourage 
you as you begin to plan your fall 
hunting activities to start thinking about 
two very important things. One being 
safety, always keep safety at the start of 
your hunt. The other is recruitment. As 
part of the save the habitat save the hunt 

in this issue

initiative we need to continue to think about 
recruiting new hunters. Young or old sharing 
the experience of the outdoors with a new 
hunter is very rewarding.  At a recent meeting 
we were reviewing the changes to the five 
star program. One of the accomplishments 
needed now is mentoring new hunters. Talk 
with your local chapter and help organize a 
hunt to introduce the hunting experience with 
someone that hasn’t had the opportunity that 
we at times take for granted. 

 Several changes have occurred since the 
last article of Turkey Talk that you need to be 
aware of. The first of which is still difficult 
for me to believe and that is the retirement of 
our long time biologist Bob Eriksen. Bob has 
been such an integral part of this success of 
this state. His departure has left a huge void 
and I personally miss his guidance on many 
matters. But as they say the show must go 
on. The NWTF has hired Bob’s replacement, 
Mitchell Blake accepted the position in mid-
August and we look forward to working with 
Mitch. Mitch was most recently a project 
biologist for the NWTF, Mitch has a BS in 
biology from Shippensburg University and a 
MS in wildlife conservation and ecology from 
the University of Florida. Mitch resides in the 
Harrisburg area. 

 Mitch isn’t the only new comer to the 
PANWTF. At the July meeting Carl Roe 
was voted onto the board of directors. Carl 
recently retired as the Executive Director of 
the PA. Game Commission. We look forward 
to Carl’s leadership as he gets started working 
with us on the board. 

 It was good to see some familiar faces at 
the local Presidents meeting in July. If you 

missed it you missed a presentation buy the PA 
Game Commission regarding the proposed 
license increase package. For many years the 
PANWTF has tried to work the PGC to create 
a turkey hunting license or permit. This may be 
the perfect time for us to see that come to life. 
A turkey hunting license will allow us to gather 
much more accurate information that is crucial 
for the management of wild turkeys. The current  
wild turkey management plan has called for a 
turkey hunting license for years. It’s important 
for us to have this information. It’s also 
important for hunters to know that our request 
for this license is at a minimal fee to hunters. We 
are not asking for any part of the collected fee. 
I encourage our members to support the license 
increase package that the PGC is requesting. 
You can get the facts of the license increase on 
the game commission’s web site. 

 The PANWTF has voted to accept a 
generous offer by George Thorton on a match 
of funds to have a greater presence at the Great 
American Outdoor Show. The details of which 
are still being worked out but if you would like 
to participate contact Ralph Martone who is 
coordinating the event. You can reach Ralph at 
ramartone@comcast.net. 

 In closing we have been number two in 
the nation in membership for some time. We 
are very close to taking over the number one 
spot. Continue to do all you can to recruit new 
members into our organization. If we all can 
recruit one new member by the end of the year 
we can make it happen. Good luck to everyone 
this fall in your time outdoors.  Enjoy the 
freedom we have and thank a vet for it. 

God Bless,

Sam McCartney
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Think Safety 
Hunt Safely
By: Bob Eriksen, Certified Wildlife Biologist

 Opening day of the 1986 fall 
turkey season found my friend 
Henry and me traveling to a piece 
of public land. The sky was clear 
and the weather was promising 
before daylight when we stopped 
at a local coffee shop for breakfast. 
The weather was crisp and the wind 
light. It looked like a perfect fall 
turkey hunting morning. The shop 
was full of hunters. Back then the 
opening day of the regular small 
game season and fall turkey season 
were the same day. Fully half of 
the hunters in the shop wore camo 
while the rest wore brush pants and 
flannel shirts.
 After breakfast we headed for a 
hogback ridge on the public land, 
parked and donned our gear. We 
decided to split up with Henry 
heading north along the ridge and 
me heading south. We planned to 
meet back at the parking lot for 
lunch and then hunt the rest of 
the day. We wished each other luck 
and set off in hopes of finding and 
breaking up a flock of turkeys. There 
was a good mast crop and preseason 
scouting had produced plenty of 
turkey sign on the hogback.
 As I eased through the woods 
watching the ground for scratching 
and looking ahead to catch a 
glimpse of turkeys I noticed 
movement in a small hollow. Three 
or four deer were fast-walking, tails 
half raised as though they were wary 
of something. I knew the wind was 
in my favor so they had not winded 
me and I didn’t think they had 

seen me. Suddenly they spooked 
and ran. A short while later I heard 
talking and a group of five hunters 
appeared, walking down the hollow. 
I let them pass and proceeded on 
my way.
 Less than an hour into my hunt 
I had already encountered another 
group of hunters. I hoped that was 
not a trend! Unfortunately it was. 
All morning other hunters crossed 
paths with me. I covered quite a bit 
of ground, saw numerous deer and 
lots of turkey sign but no turkeys. 
In the course of the morning I 
encountered more than a dozen 
hunters, mostly in pairs or small 
groups. The presence of so much 
hunting pressure concerned me 
but I was sure I’d run into a flock 
of turkeys if I persisted and hunted 
hard.
 Just before noon I returned to the 
parking lot to find Henry already 
there eating a sandwich. He was not 
a happy camper. He too had run 
into a large number of hunters and 
had not encountered any turkeys. 
We decided that a turkey flock 
likely had been broken up with so 
much activity in the woods. There 
had been quite a bit of shooting 
in the fields along the creek below 
the hogback much of which was 
probably small game hunters after 
pheasants or cottontails. However 
both of us had heard a couple of 
shots in the woods. 
 We agreed that hunting pressure 
was unusually heavy and decided to 
change strategies for the afternoon. 

Rather than walk in search of 
turkeys we would split up, find a 
spot where the turkey sign was 
heavy, set up and call remaining in 
one spot until quitting time. We 
agreed that would be a safer and 
more productive plan. We were 
uncomfortable hunting with so 
much company but had not scouted 
any other places that looked as 
promising. We headed back to the 
hollow where I had seen the deer 
and turkey scratching had been 
particularly intense. Henry stopped 
on the lower end of the hollow 
and I proceeded up the hollow 
for another three or four hundred 
yards.
 After setting up I waited fifteen 
minutes before starting to call. 
Using plaintive lost yelps and kee-
kees every twenty to thirty minutes 
I hoped to lure a lost bird or a flock 
in for a close encounter. It wasn’t 
long before a large black bear 
moved quietly down the hollow. The 
way he was acting convinced me 
that he was avoiding hunters. Sure 
enough ten minutes later a group of 
six or seven hunters came down the 
hollow. By a little after three o’clock 
things had settled down a bit and I 
felt a bit more comfortable calling. 
 Off to my right about twenty 
yards the hollow dropped off and 
I could not see the ground well.  I 
glanced that way occasionally to 
keep tabs on it. Around four o’clock 
I heard the sound of something 
walking in the leaves. Squirrels 
had been active all afternoon but 
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this was not a squirrel. I had called 
perhaps five minutes before I heard 
the rustling in the leaves. Worrying 
that I was being stalked by another 
hunter, I directed my attention to 
the right. Just then three turkey 
heads appeared, two jakes and a 
hen. I froze and waited for them to 
make the next move. They walked to 
the left and disappeared from sight. 
I raised my shotgun and moved it 
toward where I had last seen them. 
I clucked on the mouth call and one 
of the jakes stretched his neck to 
see where the sound came from.  At 
the sound of the shot four turkeys 
flushed and flew down the hollow. 
I walked to the downed jake and to 
complete my tag. Not five minutes 
later I heard another shot from 
lower in the hollow. Henry filled his 
tag with another jake.
 We had a successful hunt in spite 
of crowded conditions. Neither of 
us was comfortable with the heavy 
pressure on the hogback and we 
never hunted there on opening day 
again. The 1980’s were the heyday 
of fall turkey hunter numbers in 
Pennsylvania. That fall an estimated 
336,225 hunters pursued wild 
turkeys. Turkey numbers were lower 
than they are today and a number 
of areas open to fall hunting today 
were not yet open at that point. The 
result was high hunter densities on 
public land and private lands where 
turkeys were plentiful.
    In the fall of 1986, there were 
twenty-five fall turkey hunting 
related shooting incidents. The 
annual number of fall turkey 
hunting related shooting incidents 
peaked in 1990 and 1991 when 
thirty-eight and thirty-seven turkey 
hunters were injured in shooting 
incidents. We have come a long 

way since then. A larger portion of 
today’s hunters have successfully 
completed Hunter Trapper 
Education classes and separating 
the opening dates of small game 
and fall turkey seasons helped to 
reduce pressure. Regulations have 
required fall hunters to wear or 
display orange since 1992. Intensive 
public relations efforts by the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 
and the Pennsylvania Chapter 
NWTF to stress safety take place 
every year and these have had an 
impact.
 There are fewer hunters pursuing 
fall turkeys today than in the early 
1990’s. During the fall 2013 season 
an estimated 199,088 Pennsylvania 
hunters hunted in the fall turkey 
season. Lower hunter densities have 
also impacted incident numbers. 
The good news is that hunting 
safety is improving. In the last ten 
years the average number of fall 
turkey hunting related shooting 
incidents has been 1.9. In the last 
three fall turkey seasons one hunter 
was injured each year. The record 
has improved dramatically. Let’s 
make sure 2015 is another record 
year for low incident numbers!
 

As you take to the woods this 
fall remember the basics of 
hunter safety. Make sure you 
hunt defensively and set up 
carefully to call. 
Always be sure of your target 
and what is beyond. Keep 
the muzzle pointed in a safe 

direction. 
Do not touch the safety or 
the trigger until you have 
positively identified your 
target and are certain the 
turkey is in range. Never wear 
anything red, white, blue or 
black in the turkey woods. 
Follow all turkey hunting 
regulations. If you see another 
hunter approaching your set-
up do not wave or use a turkey 
sound to alert that person 
of your location. Call out in 
a loud voice to make sure he 
or she sees you. If you use 
decoys make sure you carry 
and set them up safely. Think 
about safety as you drive to 
the woods, as you walk in the 
woods and as you set up to 
call in that fall turkey.  
Good luck this fall!  
Think Safety- Hunt Safely!!
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FEBRUARY 11-14, 2016
at the Gaylord Opryland 

Resort and  
Convention Center in  
Nashville, Tennessee

The deadline for PA members that 
would like to be seated together 
at the National Covention will be 

OCTOBER 31, 2015

Send completed  
registration forms to  

Sam McCartney,  
155 Greens Valley Road,  

Centre Hall, PA 16828

We’re back in Nashville  
for our 40th Annual  

NWTF CONVENTION  
AND SPORT SHOW! 

Annual Rendezvous  
& Awards Banquet

Registration forms and information  
on the 2016 National Convention  
can be found at: www.nwtf.org

2015 PA State Chapter  
Scholarship 
Recipient

Submitted by: Heath Nace

Heath Nace, President of the  
Shermans Valley Strutters, awards  

BROGAN ABELING  
a $1000 scholarship on behalf of the 
Pennsylvania National Wild Turkey 
Federation.  Brogan won both the 

Local Chapter NWTF Award and the 
Pennsylvania State Chapter NWTF Award.  
Brogan, a native of Elliottsburg, graduated 
in 2014 from West Perry High School and 

is currently a Cadet Third Class serving 
at the United States Air Force Academy 

in Colorado Springs, CO, majoring in 
aeronautical engineering. 
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Make Checks Payable to: PA CHAPTER NWTF Mail to: Jim Panaro, 224 Buck Rd., Ebensburg, PA 15931

Adult Banquet Meal Ticket ............................................ $40 $ _____________
Child Banquet Meal Ticket (10 & Under) ....................... $15 $ _____________
Early Bird Raffle Package .............................................. $100 $ _____________
 GRAND TOTAL $ _____________ 

❒

❒

❒

NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL: ______________________________________ PHONE:__________________________________ 
(Names of all people attending): _________________________________________________________

Ramada Inn - State College - 814.238.3001
(Rooms $70/Night; please call reservations and mention NWTF for special rate)

Saturday, January 9, 2016

Annual Rendezvous  
& Awards Banquet

Pennsylvania Chapter National Wild Turkey Federation’s 41st

DONATIONS 

WELCOME 

for our 

Raffles!

All Net profits 
(100%) go into 
the PANWTF 

General Fund that 

supports our PA 
chapters.

• Prime Rib & Stuffed Chicken Dinner

• JAKES Hunt of a Lifetime on Live Auction

• Drawings for Sponsor & JAKES Hunt of a Lifetime

• Silent Auction, Live Auction, Ladies Table, Guns, 
Prints, Raffles

• Custom One-Of-A-Kind Turkey Calls From  
Various Call Makers Plus Other One-Of-A-Kind 
Items On The Live Auction

Early Bird Core Package Raffle
$300 WORTH OF TICKETS FOR $100 

Early Bird Deadline December 31

Would your chapter or business consider  
underwriting a core package item?  
Email us at: panwtfrep@panwtf.org

The Premiere Introduction of the 2016 
Banquet Package along with Chapter and 

Individual Awards starting at 5:30 pm

Join us for HAPPY HOUR before dinner!
1:00 PM:  

Prescribe Fire 
Benefits for Wildlife
Ben Jones, PGC

 

2:00 PM:   
Update on PGC  

Turkey Hen Studies 
Survival, Harvest Rates, Fall Seasons  

and Timing of the Spring Season"  
 Ian Gregg, PGC and  

Duane Diefenbach, PSU 
 

3:00 PM:  
Box & Pot Call Construction 

 Ed Terefencko & Pat Strawser, 
NWTF Champion Call Award Winners

RENDEZVOUS 
SEMINARS
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Conditions of  
Acceptance Form

Conservation Seed Program

I understand that the seed I receive is intended for wildlife plantings only.  I agree that I have no intent of  
acquiring genetic material and that acceptance of this seed does not give any rights to use the genetics 
contained within the seed or grain or any plant or plant parts, pollen or seed produced therefrom for breeding, 
research or seed production purposes or for any other purpose whatsoever, other than use in wildlife plantings.  
I understand that misuse of this seed may subject me to legal action under U.S. Patent Laws and/or the 
Plant Variety Protection Act.  This seed will not be used for commercial harvest.  I also agree to leave the 
grain crop standing for wildlife food.  
I understand that the seed I receive may be slightly below standard in germination and that I will hold no 
claims through the use of the product.  
If I am unable to plant all of the seed, I agree to make the surplus available to other landowners who have this 
same agreement for the purpose of wildlife food plots or to dispose of the seed in an acceptable, safe manner.  
I understand that this seed has been chemically treated and under no conditions will this seed be used for 
direct food for livestock or wildlife.
I also understand that a violation of this agreement may result in this organization and/or all 
organizations in this state permanently losing the right to distribute seed under this program.
CAUTION:  The seed is a biological product.  Improper storage can result in damage to the seed.  Try to avoid high 

temperatures and moisture.  In meeting pesticide standards, seed should 
not be stored near any food products.

THIS IS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR  
THE ACCEPTANCE, USE AND DISPOSAL OF SEED FOR CONSERVATION USE ONLY

Chapters will be notified when the seed arrives and will be responsible 
for picking up their seed. Chapters will be responsible for paying 
transportation and bagging fee per bag (or higher fee for Round-
up Ready seed) AT THE TIME THE SEED IS PICKED UP!! The price of 
bagging and transportation is subject to adjustment for changes in 
fuel costs. Chapters will be responsible for paying for any seed orders 
they placed themselves and the state chapter will not assist in paying 
for those orders. Chapters can receive their own tractor trailer loads as 
long as they have a forklift and a suitable storage building.  Individual 
members can order directly but they are encouraged to work through 
a local chapter to consolidate with their order.  Find chapters in your 
area on PANWTF.org.

Distribution Point:   

SITE TO BE  
DETERMINED

Distribution Coordinator:   
Sam McCartney 
Preferably by email at: 

svmccart919@gmail.com 
814.359.2338

or cell 814.571.4287  
for Bierly’s Garage near Center Hall
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Send this form to:  Sam McCartney, 155 Greens Valley Road, Centre Hall PA 16828 
Deadline for orders is 11-1-2015. Please make a copy for your records.

Please note: corn, sorghum, soybeans and wheat come in 50 pound bags. Round-up Ready corn is bagged by kernel 
count (80,000) so the bags may weigh less than 50 pounds. To curtail misuse of the seed there is a 3 bag limit per seed 
type per person. 

2015 Conservation Seed Order Form

Complete this form prior to picking up seed.

Seed Desired:  # of Bags 

Conventional Corn   _______
Round-up Ready Corn   _______ 

Sorghum   _______

Winter Wheat   _______
Soybean   _______

Note: In the past, orders have been missed due to some chapters emailing or leaving phone messages. For this reason, 
only orders placed on this form and returned by US Mail will be accepted. Thank you for your cooperation.

Chapter: __________________________________________

Chapter Contact Info:

Name:  ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Phone #:  __________________________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________

Are you planting all the seed you are picking up? ❒ Yes  ❒ No
If no, then you understand you are to take copies of this form with you to have anyone you distribute seed to, sign 
form agreeing to the proper use of seed.  You will be responsible for returning documentation to the chapter contact 
person.  Should you not be able to produce documentation showing where you have distributed seed, you will be held 
responsible for any seed you picked up.

Use separate form for each person that receives and plants seed.

Print clearly the information of person planting seed:
Name:  ___________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Daytime Phone #:  ___________________________________

Email:  ____________________________________________

Indicate number of bags:
Conventional Corn   _______
Round-up Ready Corn   _______ 
Sorghum   _______
Winter Wheat   _______
Soybean   _______

_____________________________________
Name of person picking up seed.  PRINT CLEARLY

_____________________________________  Date: _________________
Signature of person picking up seed.

_____________________________________  Date: _________________
Signature of person planting seed.
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 In the Winter 2015 edition of PA Turkey 
Talk I wrote an article about an auction 
and fundraiser for a little girl in Enola.
PA named Miranda Miller (Miracle’s 
for Miranda).  In that piece I noted the 
organizer for the event was Rick Harro an 
award winning turkey call maker from PA.  
That event was held on September 13, 
2014 and raised over $11,000 for the Miller 
family to help with medical expenses.

 On August 22, 2015 almost a year 
later another benefit fundraiser was 
held in Enola, Pa, this time for Rick 
Harro who organized the Miranda Miller 
Fundraiser the previous year.  Rick has 
been diagnosed with a rare blood disease 
(Essential Thrombosis) that doctors say 
only 24 out of a million people might get 
this disease.

 In June  (2015) a group of people that 
assisted or attended the fundraiser for 
Miranda Miller met and decided the 
right thing to do was to hold a benefit 

Turkey Hunters Care 
By: Bob Smith

fundraiser for Rick Harro.  A call to 
action began spear headed by Andy Snair 
from Rockhill Furnace, Lee Bowles from 
Manheim, and Mike Richardson from Lilly  
in which turkey callmakers, artists, turkey 
hunters, family, friends and the PANWTF/ 
NWTF directors from inside and outside 
of Pennsylvania were contacted to obtain 
items for the fundraiser.  Several internet 
sites were used to help spread the word 
for donations as well as interested bidders 
that were afforded opportunities on top 
shelf turkey calls and other related items 
for personal use or for their own private 
collection.

 The response was truly overwhelming 
and items were coming in from all over 
the country. The outpouring of support 
for Rick, a true humanitarian was simply 
beyond words.  There were a 152 items 
that were donated for the live auction plus 
50 raffle items.  Food and soft drinks were 
donated and cooked by volunteers who 
answered the call.  Volunteers from the 
Southern End Strutters Chapter helped 
with all the raffle items and raffle ticket 

sales, other NWTF chapter volunteers 
chipped in to support where needed to 
assure the fundraiser went flawlessly.  A 
local auctioneer donated his time and 
talent to get the most out of each item 
donated.  A large number of people came 
from various states including, PA, NJ, NY, 
VA, WV, NC and Ohio to participate in 
this special event.

 One of the highlights of the day and a 
emotional moment was when Miranda 
Miller presented Rick with a special gift of 
a painted turkey on a piece of slate and 
an inscription on the back in here own 
words to her turkey buddy Rick Harro and 
a turkey call she made for Rick with her 
grandfather.  The fundraiser took a while 
to complete but no one complained and 
everyone stayed to the very end.  The one 
theme expressed during the day and the 
days that followed was that people came 
away transformed by the experience, 
they felt good about doing something for 
others and want get involved more with 
helping other noteworthy causes.

 As the sun was setting and clean-up 
was almost completed word came down 
that all the efforts proved to be successful 
as $21,270.00 was raised to help defray 
medical expenses for the Harro Family.  As 
in my previous article, I noted the NWTF 
has a program to help feed needy families 
during the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
season.  The official name of that program 
is “Turkey Hunters Care”.  However, it is 
evident to all the people that attended 
both fundraisers that program has a 
different meaning to them.  If anyone is 
interested in making a donation there is a 
Go Fund Me account set up and you can 
make your private donation there.   http://
www.gofundme.com/rickharrobenifit

PA State Chapter Event  
ACTIVITY RESOURCES
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How do you reserve one of these for your event?  

Go to the PA NWTF Home page: www.panwtf.org
• Click on the link at the top of the page for the system/trailer your chapter wants to use.

• View the schedule for the system you are looking to reserve and if the system is available for your date.

• Complete the online reservation form & hit Submit.

It's that easy !   The master schedule is on-line and will be updated with your request. Pennsylvania has 2 DART Systems and 
2 Take Aim Trailers.  PLEASE Be sure to note - Picking up and dropping off of system and or trailer is the 
volunteer's agreement to meet the other party half way.  

Need an activity for your next 
Expo, Show, Gathering, Fair? 
Pennsylvania has two different items  
to help you with that!

• DART Shooting Simulator  
• JAKES Take Aim Trailer  
that has an inflatable BB Gun Range,  
as well as Trap Targets and Hi-Power Pellet Rifles.

Please make sure you understand the system requirements and operating instructions. These units are very expensive and not easily replaced, so your 
understanding and TLC for them is required. These are great tools to reach out to the next generation; they are our future sportsmen and women.

 The Pennsylvania state chapter 
Board of Directors approved two 
land acquisitions totaling $15,000 at 
their September meeting.  

 The first acquisition, consisting of 
18.7-acres, resulted from a partnership 
between the Pennsylvania chapter 
of the NWTF, Central Pennsylvania 
Conservancy and the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission.  The property is 
adjacent to both State Game Lands 
and the Appalachian Trail corridor.  
The acquisition consists of young 
forest providing prime habitat for 
turkey, deer, grouse and bear. The 
PANWTF contributed $11,000 
toward the acquisition which will 

PA STATE CHAPTER STEPS  UP TO  
THE PLATE FOR LAND ACQUISITIONS

be turned over to the PA Game 
Commission for addition to SGL 170.

 The second land purchase contains 
two parcels consisting of 12-acres in 
Northhampton County and 22-acres 
in Lehigh County.  The acquisition, 
proposed by the Wildlands 
Conservancy, partnered the PA 
Game Commission, Pennsylvania 
state chapter of the NWTF and the 
Ruffed Grouse Society.  The PANWTF 
committed $4000 toward the 
purchase with the Jerry Zimmerman 
Chapter providing an additional $500.  
The Pennsylvania Game Commission 
will add the 22-acre parcel to SGL 217 
and 12-acres to SGL 168.

 In other Board action, a donation 
of $1000 was approved for recent 
Gold Medal skeet shooter, Morgan 
Craft.  Ms. Craft, is granddaughter 
of long-time Muncy Creek chapter 
president Nancy Craft.  Morgan’s win 
at the world championship in Italy 
qualified her for a spot on the United 
State Olympic Shooting Team. Craft 
is a 2011 graduate of Sullivan County 
High School a recipient of several 
NWTF grants supporting their 
shooting program.

PA State Chapter Event  
ACTIVITY RESOURCES
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 If you have not been 
watching closely the 
progress of Morgan Craft, 
you have missed a lot!  The 
granddaughter of Gary and 
Nancy Craft (most of us 
will recognize their names 
as huge supporters and 
hard-working volunteers of 
NWTF), and daughter of her 
coach Dave Craft, Morgan 
lets no grass grow under her 
feet!

 Even though she 
maintains a time-consuming 
schedule of study at DeSales 
University in her quest 
to become a Physician’s 
Assistant, she nonetheless 
remains focused on her long-
time dream of representing 
the US in the Olympics 
shooting the Olympic Skeet 
Event.

 All too often, I become 
discouraged when I see 
some of today’s youths and, 
based on their appearance 
and actions conclude that 
the future is not too bright.  
Perhaps it is a “generational 
thing,” and I can’t quite 
accept the current fashion 
trends, the inability of 
youths to make eye contact 
(too busy texting!), or my 
perception that they too 
often seem to have no 
direction or focus beyond 
what is happening at the 
moment.  Yes, I admit 

to being “old school,” but 
I am concerned about the 
perpetuation of values and 
principles that sometimes 
appear to be of little or no 
concern today.

 And then, I met Morgan 
Craft, and that very day, 
my hope for the future was 
renewed!

 We met up at the North 
Mountain Sportsman’s 
Association, near her 
hometown of Muncy Valley, 
Sullivan County, PA.  It 
would be a relaxing place to 
interview her and perhaps 
we would have a chance to 
shoot together as well.  You 
see, Morgan has been on a 
steady climb in a competitive 
shooting career that began 
with .22’s at age 8 and that has 
led her to her present position 
as a member of the USA 
Shooting Team, competing in 
women’s skeet.

 Morgan had been in 
the news of late, having 
just returned from Gabala, 
Azerbaijan, a country that lies 
to the east of Turkey, where 
she made her mark by winning 
a silver medal in Women’s 
Skeet at the International 
Shooting Sports Federation 
(ISSF) World Cup.  To do so, 
she fought her way through 

three shootoffs to score her 
best international results to 
that point.

 From her beginnings of 
competitive shooting through 
the 4H Program under the 
watchful eye of Coach Dan 
White, she transitioned to 
shotgun shooting at 11 years 
of age – initially shooting trap 
and later joined her high school 
trap team.  Over the next 7 or 
8 years she would add Olympic 
style skeet shooting to her 
regimen and would switch 
back and forth between trap 
and skeet competitions. Her 
growing interest in skeet and 
her increased dedication to 
the sport was apparent, and in 
2009, her grandparents, Gary 
and Nancy Craft, approached 
her with an offer.  If she was 
truly going to reach her goals 
and was serious about her 
dreams, then they were willing 
to help, and with that in mind, 
a regulation skeet field was 
built on the family farm.  Now, 
Morgan had the opportunity 
to really turn up the volume 
on her practice shooting and 
would grind out 250 rounds 
per day, 5 to 6 days a week – 
week in and week out.  Her 
progress was obvious, and 
with the coaching of her 
father, Dave, her skills had 
reached a level where, in 2011 

she achieved one of her long 
time dreams when she was 
accepted as a member of the 
USA Shooting Team!

 As we talked in the North 
Mountain Sportsman’s 
clubhouse, it was enjoyable 
to watch the various club 
members of all ages pass by, 
unable to pass without a 
quick “Hello” to Morgan, or an 
expression of their admiration 
for their local celebrity.  

 She remains laser-focused 
on her next dream – to 
represent the United States in 
the 2016 Summer Olympics 
in Brazil.  A lofty dream for 
certain, but I have no doubt, 
based on her dedication and 
work ethics, that she can do 
so.

 Morgan went on to explain 
that there are two ways 
that someone like herself 
can qualify for the Olympic 
team and both paths are 
tightly regulated by the ISSF 
and involve an unwavering 
dedication to practice and 
attending competitive 
shoots.  Having just returned 
from securing the silver medal 
at the latest ISSF World Cup 
Competition in Azerbaijan, 
she remained focused on 
preparation for attending 
the World Championships 

that would be held in Lonato, 
Italy in mid-September.  With 
that in mind, her training as a 
member of the USA Shooting 
Team continued with Coach 
Craig Hancock, father of 
well-known Olympic shooter 
Vincent Hancock, as well 
as working locally with her 
coach and father, Dave Craft.

 As I wrapped up my 
conversation with Morgan, I 
was thrilled when she asked 
me to join her for a round 
or two of sporting clays!  I 
was happy (eager!) to do so, 
and we were joined by Dan 
White, her very first coach 
and her father, Dave Craft 
who is her current coach.  As 
we shot the course, it was 
truly inspirational to watch 
Morgan, as she smoothly 
executed every move of her 
routine.  Her training and 
dedication was obvious when 
she was shooting, and she 
relaxed and chatted casually 
between stations.  It was an 
honor to shoot with her, and 
it was apparent that with her 
focus and drive, she will reach 
her goals and live her dreams!

 The very next time I met 
up with Morgan was at the 
Williamsport airport on 
Monday night, September 14, 
2015 as she arrived back home 
from the World Competition 
in Lonato, Italy. It was an 
awesome sight as more than 
50 of her family, friends and 
well-wishers welcomed her 
home from her recent victory 
where she stepped onto 
the center position of the 
podium just the day before 
and was presented the Gold 
Medal as the “2015 World 
Champion in Women’s Skeet.”  
As the gathering crowded 
into the arrival area of the 
airport, American flags were 
being waved everywhere 
and banners were held high 
pronouncing her success and 
declaring her the “2015 World 
Champion.”Morgan was 

overwhelmed by the turnout 
– something she had just not 
expected.  As the cheering 
subsided and the crowd 
settled down, she slowly 
made the rounds, making sure 
that she thanked everyone 
for coming - as tears of joy 
streamed from both Morgan 
and the many greeters.  It was 
a heart-warming sight indeed 
and a fitting end to a long 
journey.

 You see, Morgan, who 
turned 22 years of age earlier 
this year, began her travel on 
the road to this outstanding 
victory when she, at the 
age of 14, had a dream.  She 
comes from a close family 
of rural Pennsylvanians who 
have strong work ethics and 
solid old-fashioned traditional 
values. She was determined 
from the very first day that 
she thought about it, that she 
was willing to work diligently 
and stay focused - her dream 
was to one day represent the 
United States in the Olympics 
in Women’s Skeet.  A lofty goal 
indeed, but one that Morgan 
has remained loyal to for more 
than 8 years, and as a result 
of her win in Lonato, Italy at 
the World Championships, 
she has secured a position as 
a member of the team of only 
two US women skeet shooters 
who will compete in the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil next year. 

 Just what is the type of 
skeet shooting that Morgan 
Craft has excelled in so well?  
First, there is “American Skeet.”  
It is the regimen that most 
skeet shooters in our area, as 
well as throughout the state, 
are familiar with and shoot 
from time to time.  There 
are 8 stations to shoot from 
and there is a high and low 
house that clay targets are 
thrown from.  The targets are 
launched from these towers 
at a speed of 45-47 miles 
per hour.  What Morgan 

shoots is called “International 
Skeet” or “Olympic Skeet” 
– the two terms are used 
interchangeably.  The setup 
is pretty much the same as 
American Skeet, except – 
and this is a huge exception 
– the targets are launched 
at a speed of 60-62 miles per 
hour – almost 50% faster 
than most of us are used to!  
In her practice and in the 
competitions that she shoots, 
shooters are presented 25 
targets in regular rounds.  If 
shootoffs are necessary, 8 pairs 
of “doubles” (a target from the 
high house and a target from 
the low house are presented 
simultaneously) are shot from 
stations 3, 4 and 5.

 There is one other important 
difference in the two types of 
skeet.  In American Skeet, the 
target is launched the instant 
the shooter calls “Pull.”  In 
International Skeet, the target 
is launched either instantly, or 
with up to a 3 second delay.  
Only by shooting or watching 
how this delay can affect the 
concentration of the shooter 
can you appreciate just how 
much of a factor it can be in a 
shooters routine.

 What are Morgan’s plans 
now?  She has returned 
to attending classes at 
DeSales University, where 
she is studying to become 
a Physician’s Assistant.  Her 
shooting continues, as she 

now prepares to attend the 
upcoming World Cup Finals.  
It is a Competition that is 
held in Cypress in October, 
and is open by invitation 
only to those who have won 
a medal during the recent 
series of World Competitions.  
After that, she will go into 
a “maintenance” phase of 
training, working with her 
father, Dave Craft, who has 
been her coach, instructor and 
encourager throughout her 
many years of development.  
They will continue to polish 
her shooting routine as she 
prepares for the Olympics in 
Rio in 2016.  

 So many years ago, her goal 
was to represent the US in 
the Olympics.  Today, she has 
refined that goal.  Now her 
dream is to represent the US 
in Olympic Women’s Skeet 
and bring home the GOLD!

 If you wish to see Morgan 
in action – and I highly 
recommend that you do – 
there is a 40 minute video 
available online that you can 
watch.  Go to issf-sports.org 
and click on “video”, then 
click on “see all” and scroll 
down to the video titled “Final 
Women’s Skeet.”  Even though 
you know the outcome, it is a 
thrilling, nail-biting, edge-of-
your-seat video that captures 
the excitement and emotion of 
Morgan Craft as she achieves a 
lifetime goal.  Make sure you 
watch it to the end!

Morgan 
Craft… 
Olympics 
Bound!
By: Jon Pries

Watching  
Morgan Craft as she 
exhibits her smooth 

and consistent 
routine.
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We Brake  
for Bees

Ryan Magaro 
Cameron County Longbeards Chapter President

Spring is in the air  
and across the country hunters  

are looking forward to the sound  
of thundering Toms and eager Jakes.  

But there are some of us who are  
also looking forward to a different sound.  

The buzzing of millions of honeybees  
coming out of a long and brutal winter in  
PA Wilds of North Central Pennsylvania.

 Our story begins in 2010. My  2 1/2 year old son Enzo, a 
JAKES member from birth, and I built a bedroom fort for a mid-winter 
homebound campout. As we dreamed of spring we browsed YouTube for 
clips of gobblers sounding off in the woods. As we went from video to 
video something drew us to play a clip of a beekeeper installing a package 
of honeybees. We had been stung!
 Enzo and I watched countless videos, read books, and gathered 
our courage to become Pennsylvania Beekeepers. That winter we ordered 
our first 3lb package of bees and hive equipment, settled on a location 
near our garden, and waited for spring.
 In most of the literature we read they warn of the early morning 
phone call from the local Post Office when your bees arrive. Our 
experience was no different. 3lb Packages of bees contain about 13,000 
workers and drones as well as 1 queen. They are usually shipped from 
the southern states in late April or early May.  The packages have 
screened side allowing for adequate ventilation on their long journey 
north. However this packaging creates one small problem, fear in the 
postal system (Albeit unjustified)!
 On the third day of the spring turkey season I sat quietly in the 
woods as the sun came up and I strained to listen for a far off gobble. That 
is when I got the call, or more accurately the voicemail. When I listened I 
heard a somewhat nervous voice let me know “There is a package of bees 
here for you. Please come and get it as soon as possible.” Excited, I left 
the woods, grabbed Enzo, and headed to town. They gingerly handed us 
a USPS basket containing the package. They suggested I keep the basket 
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and return it later so I wouldn’t 
have to touch the bees. I politely 
declined the offer, picked them 
up, and headed home. 
 We prepared the bees and 
their new home. The moment 
of truth had arrived. My wife 
Brandi, a WITO member, pulled 
the minivan into the yard with 
our 3 children with doors locked 
and windows secured. “Safety 
First” she said.  Our neighbor 
even took a break from his 
raking to watch curiously (from 
a distance of course). A few 
minutes later and 13,000 bees 
poured uneventfully into the hive, 
Enzo and I were beekeepers. 
Fast forward to 2015 and Brandi 
has embraced the 10 hives we 
now have in our yard. Enzo (7)  
and his sisters Milla (5) and 
Aria (4) are actively involved 
in checking our hives, catching 
swarms, and extracting honey. 
Aria even claims she’s been a 
beekeeper since she was born. 
 We are beginning another season 
watching these gentle creatures 
working tirelessly to unwittingly 
pollinate millions of flowers in 
search of the sweet nectar they 
are offered. This nectar, along 
with some help from the workers 
in the hive, becomes the product 
they are most famous for. Honey. 
Liquid gold. However most people 
do not realize the important role 
honeybees and other pollinators 
play in our ecosystem. Because 
of this and our family’s love for 
the honeybee we have been called 
to educate others through the 
school system, youth outreach 
programs, and presentations at 
Sizerville State Park. 
 Honeybees have 
been misunderstood by non-
beekeepers for millennium. 
Honeybees are gentle insects 
who most known for their sting. 
What isn’t widely known is that 
honeybees typically sting only in 
defense of the hive. The female 
workers defend the hive with 

their lives. Once a stinger is in place 
it is certain death for the bee that 
put it there. It is unfortunate that 
wasps, hornets, and others give the 
honeybee a bad name. It is guilty by 
association.  
Honeybees and honey have been 
prized for many thousands of 
years. Honey has properties 
unlike any other food. It contains 
carbohydrates (sugars), protein in 
the pollen, and about 18% water. 
As it ages it gives off hydrogen 
peroxide, an antiseptic giving it an 
almost indefinite shelf life when 
properly packaged. In Egypt, during 
the excavation of King Tut’s tomb 
they, found vats of honey over 2,000 
years old that were still edible. 
Egyptians also used honeybees to 
pollinate crops along the Nile River 
using barges. 
True honeybees (Apis Mellifera) are 
not native to North America. They 
were carried across the Atlantic 
by settlers to the Northeast in the 
early 1600’s. Honeybee colonies 
reproduced by swarming to divide 
the hive and its resources and 
expand to new areas across the 
continent. Today we rely heavily 
on the honeybee. It is estimated 
that honeybees are responsible 
for 1 of every 3 bites of food we 
eat. Farmers of a variety of crops 
rely on migratory beekeepers to 
haul hundreds of hives across the 
country timed to the blossom of the 
target crops. Almonds in California, 
Blueberries in Maine, Cranberries in 
Massachusetts, and the list goes on.  
 In our yard Dandelions are 
prized, clover is rampant, and we 
plant pollinator friendly perennials 
and annuals. We admire the work 
that these tiny creatures do day 
after day and year after year. Take 
the time to get down face to face 
with the bees as they go about their 
work moving from flower to flower.   
The next time you are on your 
mower and you see a honeybee on a 
dandelion ahead do what we do. We 
brake for honeybees. 

Spring is in the air  
and across the country hunters  

are looking forward to the sound  
of thundering Toms and eager Jakes.  

But there are some of us who are  
also looking forward to a different sound.  

The buzzing of millions of honeybees  
coming out of a long and brutal winter in  
PA Wilds of North Central Pennsylvania.
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For The Official 5 Star  
Chapter Program  
Registration Form,  
Contact Your  
Local Regional Director

NWTF Five Star  
Local Chapter Program
The NWTF Five Star program is dedicated to wildlife conservation, protecting our 
right to hunt, ensuring a strong conservation foundation for future generations, 
developing stronger relationships between the state and local chapters, giving back 
to our communities, creating a positive image for the organization and building a 
better future for our country.

In order to meet minimum NWTF Five Star Local Chapter requirements, and receive 
due recognition and incentives, the Local Chapter  must meet the folowing criteria 
within a calendar year (January 1 - December 31).

1. Chapter to host one hunting heritage banquet with a net income 
(membership dollars + banquet revenue) of at least $3,500.

2. Chapter to increase the number of adult members by 5% annually.

3. Chapter to host at least one of the following events: 
	 •	Women	in	the	Outdoors 
	 •	Wheelin'	Sportsmen 
	 •	JAKES

4. Chapter to host and report one or more mentored hunts  
involving a total of at least 5 participants annually.

5. Chapter volunteers agree to participate in at least  
one of the following: 
	 •	4-H	Shooting	Program 
	 •	Archery	in	the	Schools	Program 
	 •	Explore	Bow	Hunting 
	 •	Local	FFA	Conservation	or	Shooting	Program 
	 •	Boy	Scouts	Shooting 
	 •	Girl	Scouts	Archery 
	 •	Other	Community-Based	Conservation,	 
	 			Shooting	or	Hunter	Education	Program
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Enjoy a SAFE  
and SUCCESSFUL 
turkey season...

Working not only for the 
wild turkey,  

but also for you.

Please be sure you

This safety message brought to you by the Pennsylvania Chapter 
of the National Wild Turkey Federation.
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Jan. 16 • Wilhelm Chapter 
Nick's Place  
12246 Route 99 • Edinboro  
Andy Tobin • timothy.tobin@ge.com • 814-734-1691

Jan. 16 • Shermans Valley Strutters  
Millerstown Moose Lodge #925 
109 Juniata Parkway West • Millerstown 
Brenda Beal • tomboyb1288@gmail.com • 717-979-0920

Jan. 23 • Shenango Valley Beards & Spurs  
Hickory VFW 
5550 East State St • Hermitage 
James Houston • jnjfarms1@verizon.net • 724-301-4663

Jan. 23 • Muncy Creek 
Muncy Valley Fire Hall 
 Rt 42 North • Muncy Valley 
Daniel White • dwhite@fairfieldautogroup.com • 570-946-7769

Jan. 29 • Allegheny Valley  
The Acme Club 
230 Herron Ave • Cheswick 
Michael Zourelias • zfball@consolidated.net • 724-265-0903

Jan. 30 • Lower Lackawanna Longspurs  
Greenwood Fire Hall 
3727 Birney Avenue • Moosic 
Edward Skoranski • bfged1@comcast.net • 570-457-8188 

Jan. 30 • Foothill Spurs 
Sligo Area Rec Center  
 448 Colerain Street • Sligo  
Jared Carr • Jrod.scarr@yahoo.com • 814-473-8488

Jan. 30 • Chesquehanna Spurs  
Rembrandt Club  
393 Jackman Rd • St Benedict 
Jim Panaro • jim.panaro@resfuel.com • 814-322-2294

Jan. 30 • Blue Mountain 
Schaefferstown Fire Hall  
100 N. Locust St • Schaefferstown 
John Barry • john@lebanonfarmsdisposal.com • 717-821-5306

Feb. 5 • Penn's Woods Spurs  
Italian American Club 
5930 Kennedy Ave • Export 
Jason Straley • jaystray@yahoo.com • 412-855-6353

Feb. 6 • Moraine  
American Legion Post 778 
150 Legion Memorial Lane • Butler 
David Leopold • davel@zoominternet.net • 724-481-1981

Feb. 6 • Moshannon  
Veteran's of Foreign Wars Club  
114 Fuller St • DuBois 
Brian Stoddard • rutstrut@mail.com • 814-808-0009

Feb. 13 • Col-Mont Gobblers  
Danville Elks 
1240 Montour Blvd Route 11 • Danville 
Matthew Swartz • mashunts@gmail.com • 570-490-2784

Feb. 19 • Shippensburg Strutters  
Shippensburg Fish & Game 
4498 Mcclays Mill Rd • Shippensburg 
Spencer Miller • wilsondonna8695@gmail.com • 717-249-8961

Feb. 20 • Honey Hole Longbeards
Lobitz Hall
Route 940 • Hazle Township
Kevin Titus • 570-668-5903 

Feb. 20 • Cascade Thunderin Toms  
Shenango Twp Fire Hall  
2424 East Washington St • New Castle 
David Boston • drboston@zoominternet.net • 724-968-8549

Feb. 20 • Reading Ridge Runners  
The Grill Fire Company 
743 Mountain View Rd • Reading 
Michael Reiman • mreiman@teksystems.com • 484-332-4329

Feb. 20 • Central PA Limbhangers   
Ramey Fire Company 
161 Market St • Ramey 
George Pedmo • georgepedmo2@verizon.net • 814-339-7589

p a n w t f . o r g



The NWTF is looking for volunteers  
to develop new chapters and  

banquet committees.  
Or join an existing committee and 

expand your network and the good you 
can do for wildlife and hunting. 

Visit www.panwtf.org 
or contact a regional director near you.
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Feb. 20 • Ten Mile Valley 
South Strabane Fire Dept Social Hall  
172 Oak Spring Rd • Washington 
Jeffrey Mccombs • jmccombs@cpt.com • 412-997-4580

Feb. 25 • Local Chapter #1   
Roosevelt Hall 
2325 Mt Pleasant Rd • Norvelt 
Ed Maczka • truxels@yahoo.com • 724-423-7703 

Feb. 26 • Steel City Spurs  
Fairview VFW 
3326 Washington Pike • Bridgeville 
Ed Planinsek • planinsek@verizon.net • 412-221-0515

Feb. 27 • Nittany Valley Longbeards  
Mountain View Country Club  
100 Elks Club Rd (off Route 45) • Boalsburg 
Chuck Greenland • clgreenland@gmail.com • 814-280-2763

Feb. 27 • Lake Marburg 
Porters Community Fire Company  
RR 5 Box 5533 • Spring Grove 
Dave Frazier • lt1man71@comcast.net • 717- 225-5842

p a n w t f . o r g

PA NWTF 2015 
OUTREACH  

GUN RAFFLE!

Revenue from the raffle supports 
Outreach programs, such as 

JAKES, Women in the Outdoors, 
and Wheelin' Sportsmen at 

the state and local level. Local 
chapters will get credit for the 
tickets they sell, which allows 
them to utilize money locally  

to support Outreach programs.

If you would like tickets and have not 
been contacted by a local chapter, 

please call or write to:  
Jim Panaro  

224 Buck Road Ebensburg, PA 15931
814-344-6632



INVEST FUTURE Conserve. Hunt. Share.

➢ Subscriptions to the NWTF’s magazines
➢ Networking opportunities with hunting and 

conservation-minded people at NWTF 
banquets.

➢ Exclusive merchandise opportunities
➢ Access to articles and helpful hunting and 

conservation tips.
➢ Members-only message board access.
➢ Outreach programs for youth, women and 

people with disabilities.
➢ Exclusive online deals.
➢ Scholarships for students.
➢ Free or discounted seed through  

Project HELP and the Conservation Seed 
Program. (in participating states)

➢ Discounted land enhancement  
materials including tree seedlings, grass 
seeds, oat hay, netting and more through 
the NWTF’s regional and national habitat 
programs. (in participating states)

➢ Land management advice from  
certified biologists.

➢ Habitat field days and workshops.
➢ Turkey records registration.
➢ The opportunity to vote in Board of  

Directors elections.
➢ NWTF decal.

❏ Regular Member: $35 

❏ Sponsor Member: $250

❏ Women in the Outdoors: $35

❏ JAKES Member (ages 12 & under): $10

❏ Extreme JAKES Member (ages 13 - 17): $10

❏ Wheelin’ Sportsmen Member: $35
Name: (please print) _______________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________

City: _______________________ State: ____ Zip: _________

Phone: _____________________________________________

❏ Master Card ❏ Visa
Credit Card #: ______________________________________ 
Exp. Date: __________________________________________

I’d like to join the National Wild Turkey Federation, a non-
profit organization dedicated to the conservation of the 
wild turkey and the preservation of the hunting tradition. 
This membership also enrolls me in my state and local 
chapters.

(Make checks payable to NWTF) 
Send complete application to: 

Skip Motts • 176 Anglemire Dr., • Stroudsburg, PA 18360

www.panwtf.org

Yes! 
Member Benefits

Join the NWTF and enjoy exclusive 
membership benefits, including:
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